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Exhibición:Cards
Prácticas: Brainstorming

Have youeverwanted toget away?Escape toanother city or country? Toacultural
landmark likeChichen Itza, in themiddleof the lushMexican jungle.Or towitness the
magnificentmosquesof Istanbul? Each their ownunique, splendid structure. Perhaps
you’ve felt like time traveling, to theMesozoicor the height of theRomanEmpire.Or
another galaxy altogether.Maybe, youdon’twant toescape. It’s possible you’re fine in
the timeandplace you’re in here andnow.

What ifwhat you’re really craving is to learn somethingnew?Sketching in the animestyle,
spotting that elusiveplanet at just the right timeandplace, perfecting your flan recipe,
how toembroider? Anew languageperhaps?All of thiswealthof knowledge, and
extensivelymore, is foundnestled in a library.

Agreatplace topass the timebrowsing thebookshelves subjectby subject, genreby
genre in searchof thenext great reador awardwinningmovie, or audiobooks. If youare
anything likemy family, theReyes-Martinez family, youcouldeasily spendanentireday at
the library, or amuseumfor thatmatter. Inmanyways a library is like amuseum.

With a vast variety,museumexhibits cano�er a little something for everyone. Bringing
learning to life.

Thesearewelcomingplaces for inquiringminds. Places towander andwonder, places to
becurious, places for learning.

In fact, at our city’smuseum,OMSI, there is an activity that focuseson libraries. It is part of
an upcomingexhibit. The idea is simple yet thoughtprovoking: design a system thatgives
everyonea fair chanceat checkingoutmaterials. Sure, librarymaterials belong to the
library, but really, theybelong toeveryone in thecommunity. Soawell-designed lending
system is essential. The functionality of these systemsensure that everyonegets aproper
turn at borrowing items.



Youbegin theactivity by reading the informationprovidedon the library studio cards. By
readingoneof these, youbegin toget an ideaofwhat thechallengegoal is: design away
todecidewhogets itemsfirst. Now, youcanbegin tobrainstormhowyouwould
customize your ownapproach to lendingout librarymaterials.

Brainstorming.What exactly is it? Simplyput, brainstorming is a uniqueprocessof
thinking. There is no right orwrong inbrainstorming. It allows you tobeascreative and
imaginative as you like, creating adynamicelement to theprocessof thought. Youcan, of
course, goabout this processon your own, but an interesting thinghappenswhen
brainstorming in agroup: yougainperspective!Diverse ideas fromothers youmaynot
have thoughtof yourself. In brainstormingcollectively as a team,group, or yes, even
family, youarediversifying theway you think, andaddinga senseof inclusion aseveryone
has a turn at sharing their thoughts and ideas. Youdon’t need tobea librarian creatinga
lending system tobrainstorm, youdon’t have tobea studentor someoneworkingwithin a
company that attends focusgroupsormeetings! So,myquestion to you__________ is…
what are someways youbrainstorm in your life? Family outings?Dinnermenus?Whogets
thepickonmovie night?

I’d say abrainstorming session is in order!

Community LevelChallenge

Exhibición: Helmet
Práctica: Assign roles

Likemany Latino families,mine is amassiveone.Mygrandparents’ homewasagrand
central terminal of sorts. Ever-welcomingaunts, neighbors, cousins, comadres, and
compadres. Sundaycookoutswere and still are a time tocome together, dance,watch a
Sunday soccermatch, andeat! Andwow! Theamountof foodmadewasa sight tobehold!
Most foodwaspreppedonSaturdays. All seasonedandsimmered toperfectionby family
members. Everyonehada role.My tia is in chargeofdesserts. Always.Dad is in chargeof
all thingsgrilling.Definitive!Cousins contribute their ownuniquedishes. To namea few.
Anyonewhodidn’t have something todowouldbeassigneda rolebymygrandmother. I
often thought shedid this randomly. Andundoubtedly, she sometimesdid. But looking
back, before assigning someone toa specific role, she really did takeour strengths,



interests, ages, and skills intoconsideration. Indeed, in doing so, shewasengineering.
Andoh!Being thedaughter of anengineer,would shehave lovedknowing that!

I nowfindmyself in her position. I am in chargeofmychildren's school culture night. Each
year, I am taskedwith cookingcopious amountsof food for ravenous teenagers, their
families, and sta�. Thankfully, I havea volunteer team.Assigningeachof thema role is
necessary to keepour food tent runninge�ciently.Much like the layers in a helmet. I
know,whatdoesahelmet have todowith anyof this? Recently, I visited theexhibit
Creatividad silvestre/WildCreativity withmykids.Wehadagoat thehelmetdesign
challengefirst. Inwhichwestacked layersof foam to simulate the layers in a helmet.Did
you know that helmets usually have three layers?Ahardouter, amiddle impact-absorbing
layer, andacomfort liner on the inside. Each layer is essential to theoverall successof the
design. Andcrucial to keeping thewearer safe. That is to say, each layer plays an
important role.

Asparents,weare no strangers to assigning roles, putting this engineeringpractice to
gooduse! Especially, for example,when taskingour kidswith chores. I knowmydaughter
is carefulwithmybeloved tableware, so she’s ondishduty.Myboy is orderly, and sohe’s
in chargeof tidyingup. You see,whenassigning roles, it is useful to considerwhat
individuals have too�er.What are their skills?What experiencedo they have that canbe
beneficial to achievinggoals andgetting jobs (whatever theymaybe) donee�ciently?

Eachpersonplays a fundamental roleonCultureNight. Assigning Jesus asour leadcook is
agood idea sincehewasheadchef at a restaurant, and Linda,with herwarmand
welcomingdisposition, is fully bilingual. Soassigningher thegreeter rolewill ensure that
all feel includedandwelcome. It is important.

that others feel comfortable in the roles youassign them to.Beingopen tohaving
conversations todistinguish eachperson’s level of comfort in that role isworth taking time
for.Overall, assigning roles can soundoverwhelmingwhenyou’re theone taskedwith
doing it. But in doing so, youarecreatingacollaborativee�ort anda supportive structure.
Roles canmitigate thechallengeofwhatever job youhaveahead. It really is a valuable
tool!


