
Position Title:Aquarium&AnimalCareSpecialist
Department:MuseumEducation
Reports To:Natural SciencesCoordinator Location:OMSIMuseum-Water Ave

PositionSummary: TheAquariumandAnimalCareSpecialist volunteer assistswith
caring for the animals in the Life Lab. Theyclean andmaintain the aquariumsand
other animal enclosures in the lab. They interactwith visitorswhile theycare for the
animals.

Essential Duties andResponsibilities:
● Maintain fish andaxolotl aquariums in the Life Lab. Includesweeklywater

changesandcleaningfilters andpumps.
● Cleanandmaintain reptile and insect enclosures.
● Observe anddocument animal health andcare.Communicatewith the

Natural SciencesCoordinator about thehealthof the animals and supply
needs.

● Researchbestpractices for animal care.
● Model scienceprocess skills (observing,makinghypotheses, testing,

collectingdata, analyzing)whilediscussinganimal care, ecology, and
biologywith Life Labguests.

● Answer visitor questions andprovideother information about themuseum.
● Assumeother duties as assignedby theNatural SciencesCoordinator.
● Assist inmaintaininga safe and secureenvironment for visitors and staff.

KnowledgeandSkills:
● Committed to sharing accurate science information.
● Experiencewith aquariummaintenanceandanimal carepreferred.
● Comfortableworkingwith andhandling live animals.
● Able tomaintain a calm, pleasant, andcheerful demeanor in a noisy and

crowdedenvironment.
● Able tocommunicateeffectivelywithpeopleof all ages anddiverse

backgrounds.

https://omsi.edu/join-our-team/volunteer/volunteer-registration/
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● Able toprovideexcellent customer service.
● Able to followand instruct onCOVID-19 safetyprotocols.
● Mustpresent aprofessional appearance.
● Dependable andpunctual.
● Self-directedandwilling to take initiative.
● Willing to followOMSI rules andprocedures.

Schedule andSupport:
● Minimumnumberof hours: 4 hoursperweek
● Attend the following trainingsor classes:

○ VolunteerOrientation
○ COVID-19 safety training
○ Hazardouscommunication
○ Animal care

Volunteer Benefits:
● Trainingopportunities anda lifelong learningexperience.
● Admission for the volunteer to themuseumexhibits andattractionsbasedon

availability.
● AnOMSI FamilyMembership uponcompletionof 50hoursof volunteer

service.
● Discounts in theOMSI ScienceStore andon-site restaurants.
● Theopportunity tomeetmanynewpeople and learnmoreaboutOMSI.

https://omsi.edu/join-our-team/volunteer/volunteer-registration/

