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OMSI and thePortlandGarment FactoryUnveil
Science-informedLabCoats forOMSI ScienceEducators
Collaboration led to innovative lab attire thatmeets the uniqueneedsof a scienceeducator

[PORTLAND,OR– June 14, 2023] – Soapbubbles, sticky slime, fire, foam, toddler-treadedfloors,
andall the fun andmess that goes alongwith hands-on science, educators at theOregonMuseum
ofScienceand Industry’s (OMSI) faceabarrageof challenges in their day-to-daywork that can
takea toll on attire. A recent collaborationbetweenOMSI and local Portlanddesign and fabrication
studio, thePortlandGarment Factory (PGF), has resulted in innovative and ingenious labcoats that
offer solutions to the various needsof sciencemuseumeducators.

A recentbrand refresh atOMSI that incorporatesmorecolor sparkedanopportunity to restockold,
monochromatic labcoatswith an upgradeddesign that better suits the variedneedsof staff. From
deeperpockets to increasedventilation, places for pens, supplies, awalkie talkie aswell as room
toaddpersonal flair, the new labcoats are unique, easily identifiable, andhighly effective. The new
labcoatsweredesignedwithmanybody types inmind; they aregender-neutral, unique, easily
identifiable, andhighly effective.

“PGF’sproductdevelopment hadagreat time ideating toprototypingagarment thatmet the
specificationsof a scienceeducator,” saidBritt Howard, PortlandGarment Factory’s
Owner/Founder andCreativeDirector. “Fromsourcingmaterials, trims, andprint vendors to
fabricating a jacket that’s stylish, durable, sustainable, andproperly functional tomeetOMSI’s
needs. Itwas the typeof challengeour team loves to tackle.”

Thecreationof the labcoats is a full circle careermoment forHoward. As a teenagerHoward
herselfworked forOMSI, giving her a keenunderstandingof theday-to-day life of a science
museumemployee. PortlandGarment Factoryput sustainability, quality, longevity of products,
andethicalmanufacturingprocesses at the forefront of its decisionmaking, aprocess that aligned
withOMSI’s values and resonatedwith theeducators forwhomthe labcoatsweredesigned.

“PGF’s values andapproach to innovation really spoke toour team,” saidAndrewHaight, Director
ofGuest Engagement andProgramsatOMSI. “We truly enjoyedpartneringwith sucha
collaborative and industrious communitypartner. In fact,we’re featuring anexhibit about the lab
coats’manufacturingprocessondisplay inOMSI’s Theory restaurant.” 
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Theexhibit, designedbyPGF,will goondisplay June26th. Itwill give audiences apeekbehind the
scenesof PGF’s concept-to-marketprocess in aneasily digestible format for all ages.

Abigpart of PGF’s sustainability initiative is beinga zero-waste, soft-goodsmanufacturing facility.
PGFupcycles all its scraps into newproducts andpulverizes the smallest scraps into fill for various
items suchas soft sculptures, pillows, and seatingcushions. Upondelivery ofOMSI’s new lab
coats, PGFwill collectOMSI’s old labcoats andaprons andcreateplayful upcycled seatingpoufs
thatmuseumvisitorswill be able to interactwith andenjoy sittingon.

“I can’twait to seeour old labcoats reprocessed intopoufs,” said ElizabethAndanen, Learning
Strategist - ProgramsandExperiences atOMSI. “While our new jacketswill help us activate the
guest experience, our old labcoatswill give themaplace to rest.”

"Britt leads an innovative team looking to supportmuseumsandeducators across thecountry,”
saidPatriciaBrooke, SeniorDevelopmentDirector atOMSI. “Ourpartnershipwas a terrific example
ofworking together to findcreative solutions specific to a sciencecenter. SinceBrittwas an
"OMSI-kid" she knowshow important theworkweall do is!”

OMSI educatorswill start receiving labcoats immediately. The upcycled seatingwill be completed
anddeliveredby theendof summer 2023.

About PortlandGarment Factory
PortlandGarment Factory is a full-servicecreativedesign and fabrication studio ledbyPGF
founderBritt Howard. The zero-waste facilityworkswithbrands, agencies, artists, anddesigners to
create incredible soft goods for commercial, experiential retail, hospitality, andhigh-fashion
environments. PGF iswomen-ownedandBCorpcertified. PortlandGarment Factory is locatedat
311 SE97thAve, Portland,OR67216. To learnmore about themyoucan visit
portlandgarmentfactory.comandconnectwith themonLinkedin, Instagram, andFacebook.

AboutOMSI
Founded in 1944, theOregonMuseumofScienceand Industry (OMSI) is oneof the nation’s leading
sciencemuseumsanda trustededucational resource for communities throughoutOregonand the
region. Throughmuseumexhibitions, public programs, outdoorprograms, travelingexhibitions,
digital learning, and learning research anddesign,OMSI nourishes a lifelong loveof science,
curiosity and learning among its diverse audiences. TheupcomingOMSIDistrict – a collaboration
of local, Tribal and regional government entities, nonprofits andbusinesses –will be a
one-of-a-kindneighborhoodwith innovation, culture and science learning at its heart.OMSI is
locatedat 1945S.E.Water Avenue, Portland,OR, 97214. For general information, call 503.797.4000
or visit omsi.edu.Connectwith themuseumonFacebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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