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Orcas:Our SharedFutureMakes aSplash atOMSIMay 13!
Newfeature exhibitiondivesdeep into the stories and sciencebehind theOrca

[PORTLAND,Ore –May2, 2023] –OnMay 13, 2023, theOregonMuseumofScienceand
Industrywill excitedlydebut theU.S. premiereofOrcas:Our SharedFuture, a compelling
new featureexhibition that offers adeepdive into the stories and science that surround the
magnificentorca, spirit of thePacificNorthwest’s wild coast andapexpredator of all
oceans.

Throughdramaticdisplays, immersivegamesandprovocative videos, visitors of all ages
will explore currentsof ecological activism,popular culture, and Indigenousbeliefs togain
adeeper understandingof howorcas andhumansare inextricably connected.

“Orcas arecomplex social beingswith aculture and languageof their own,” saidRoyal BC
MuseumCEOAliciaDubois. TheRoyal BCMuseumproduced theexhibit in partnershipwith
MuseumsPartner.“This exhibitionexplores the sciencebehindorcas’ complex emotional
lives andprovides an indelible reminder of the similaritiesbetweenorcas andhumans,
challengingus to thinkofour responsibilities as apart of nature, not apart fromnature.”

OMSIwill be thefirstmuseum in theUnitedStates to feature this fascinatingexhibit.

“We’re especially excited for visitors toconnectwith Indigenous knowledgeandstories
aboutorcas,” saidErinGraham,President andCEOofOMSI. “ The scienceandartwork
sharedby theNorthwestCoast FirstNationsoffers visitors theopportunity togain a
deeper understanding, relationship, and inspiration toprotect these sophisticatedanimals
andour oceans.”

Visitorswill have theopportunity toexperienceorcas upclose via three life-sized replicas.
Additionally, theexhibition features 100+artifacts andobjects, including:

● Uniquecultural objectsby Indigenous artists, includinganArticulatedDanceMask
byRichardHunt (Kwaguilth); an intricately carvedGoldKillerWhaleBoxbyBill Reid
(Haida); anda specially commissionedpaintingbyHaidamangaartistMichaelNicoll
Yahgulanaas.

● Legacy, a full-sizewoodorca skeletonbyartist KenHall,madeof reclaimedcedar
to honor its traditional usebyFirstNations.

● Interactive stations that strive to translateorcaexperiences into human sensations,
suchasAcoustic TurbulencebyColtonHash, an interactive artwork that visualizes
underwater noisepollutiongeneratedby largeocean vessels.

mailto:mburns@gardcommunications.com
https://omsi.edu/exhibits/orcas-our-shared-future/s-our-shared-future
https://learning.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/entries/haida-box/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWGdkxNvb34


Visitors of all ageswill enjoy learningabout thesewhales that are closely related to
dolphins. Fromphysical features suchas their countershadingcamouflage, to their social
structureswhereeachpodhas its ownuniquedialects used for communications, hunting
andnavigation. Findout howorcas received thenickname “KillerWhale,”what currently
threatens thesebeautifulmammals, andwhat humanscando toprotect them.

Orcas:Our SharedFutureopensSaturday,May 13, 2023and runs through January 28, 2024.
Theexhibition is locally supportedbyBoeingand is includedwith thecostofmuseum
admission.

Tickets&Pricing

MuseumAdmission, includingaccess toOrcasOurSharedFuture: Adult $18, Youth (ages3-13)
$13, Senior (age63+) $15.Guests canpurchase tickets at omsi.edu.

Theexhibit is free forOMSIMembers. Learnmoreaboutmembership at omsi.edu/membership.

MuseumHours ofOperation

Tuesday–Friday&Sunday: 9:30a.m.–5:30p.m.
Saturday: 9:30a.m.–7:00p.m.
Monday:Closed,with theexceptionofPortlandPublic School holidays.
*Special summer hours at themuseumwill begin June 19.

AboutOMSI
Founded in 1944, theOregonMuseumofScienceand Industry (OMSI) is oneof thenation’s
leading sciencemuseumsanda trustededucational resource for communities throughout
Oregonand the region. Throughmuseumexhibitions, public programs, outdoorprograms,
travelingexhibitions, digital learning, and learning research anddesign,OMSI nourishes a
lifelong loveof science, curiosity and learningamong its diverse audiences. Theupcoming
OMSIDistrict – a collaborationof local, Tribal and regional government entities, nonprofits and
businesses –will be aone-of-a-kindneighborhoodwith innovation, culture and science
learningat its heart.OMSI is locatedat 1945S.E.Water Avenue, Portland,OR, 97214. For general
information, call 503.797.4000or visit omsi.edu.Connectwith themuseumonFacebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.
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